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W
It was six o’ clock, when the alarm started to ring
irritably.
I got annoyed with the alarm tone.
I peeped through the blanket. “Oh no! It was six o’
clock in the morning. Oh my God!” I threw my blanket
away and almost sprang out of bed. In the mean time my
wife entered the room with a cup of hot tea.
I finished the entire cup of tea by two or three
gulps.
She shouted, “Cool! Cool! Take care of your
mouth; the tea is too hot to drink in a hurry. Take care of
your mouth; or you might get a burn and have a sore
tongue.”
Yeah! She was right. I could feel the sore layer of
the outer skin of my mouth rise up…
Desperately, I abandoned my bed and rushed to the
washroom. Within half an hour, I finished my routine
chores and finished my breakfast within the next five
minutes and rushed toward my pharmaceutical retail
outlet.
For almost twenty five years, I had been doing my
job like this. I usually open my shop early in the
morning by seven o’ clock and close at around eleven o’
clock at night. Hence I had a special reputation among
the morning walkers and the people who regularly came
to the vending zone for their day to day requirements or
veggies. These people usually come to my shop to buy
medicines and to have a chat with me on the current
1
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trend of price hike and inflation and ultimately the topic
gets twisted toward the Indian politics, particularly about
the tug of war between the state and the central
government and the differences between the two.
It is unfortunate for our state when we elect a party
to rule the state, because every time we commit a
blunder while electing a state party, it has to sit in the
opposition bench at the center. And, it has to face a lot of
hardships and have to fight with the central government
to get sanctions from it. Our egoistic state politicians are
so arrogant and stubborn that they never like to
compromise with the center in any matter. Hence,
though, our state is rich in natural resources like coal,
iron ore, manganese and bauxite, etc., it is always being
neglected by the center. Even it has to face so many
difficulties and tussles with the center to get favors from
them but fails every time in achieving sanctions to
establish core industries within the state just because of
lack of coordination between state and the center. The
promises made by our chief minister to make the state
industrially developed and to attract the foreign investors
to the state are never accomplished. All its aims and
objectives turn out to be fruitless, and the projects put
before the central government for approval gets turned
down by the environment ministry of the center and they
intentionally involve the human rights department and
ask them not to approve the projects stating that the
interests of the tribes would sustain miserable state of
situation for them. And so an unrest is being created by
the central government which is in opposition bench in
the state, inducing the local tribes not to let their places
for the proposed industries.
This is a ridiculous approach by the central
government.
The silly tribes despite are being promised by the
state government to be provided with better
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opportunities and to enhance their living standards and
to provide them all the facilities of an industrial
township and proper electrification, sewage system,
proper medical facilities and job opportunities, they
usually turn down the government offers as they are
motivated and are being brain washed so tactfully by the
opposition that they do not believe the state
government’s promises at any cost. It is not that they
don’t want to get into the mainstream of the society, but
rather they are infused with the fake stories by the silly
local pie politicians and they do as they are told without
understanding the pros and cons of industrialisation. The
state government has no other substitute except to
remain silent.
The state politics is not flawless, they are not
trustworthy. From the very outset of the elections, they
use every unfair means to ruin the opposition to dust.
The differences between state and the center make the
people suffer. Hence, they sow as they reap.
Honestly, the Indian politics has become a game
that is being played between the rogues.
When all the anti-socials who do not possess a
minimum qualification with a criminal background rule
the state or a country, what would be the fate of that state
or the country? It can be said that the bureaucrats receive
the maximum benefits out of this foul play between the
ruling party and opposition. The bureaucrats make the
ministers dance at their own tunes as they lack
competency and knowledge among by being unqualified
ministers. Now it has become a situation where
bureaucracy rules the country or a state instead of
democracy. Democracy has lost its way amidst scams,
corruptions and kickbacks. In the same way the central
government can’t be spared.
It has got punches of maximum high profile scams.
As a result, the black money earned by the so-called
3
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ministers evading the tax and also huge portion of it
earned through unfair means goes to Swiss banks and
other foreign banks, which has become an idle capital
for the nation. As a result Indian government has to issue
more currency to compensate the deficit of circulation of
money within the country. But it is highly essential to
raise the gold bullion reserve proportionately by RBI,
which means a path is opened for inflation in the
country, which is definitely considered as a burden on
the lower and middle income groups.
Anyway, this was the main topic of the discussion
between me and my customers, who come to my shop
early in the morning after their morning walks and to
share a few cups of tea, but we end our discussion
hopelessly.
In many ways, my shop is located at a remarkable
place. Many people always goes up and down from
morning till eleven 'o' clock at night.
A variety of trade and occupation was displayed all
along the way. Vegetable vendors and footpath teashops
and breakfast stalls made the atmosphere busier and the
crowd made the place chaotic. My shop was situated at
the center of the market place. A good number of
morning walkers and other people, who come to buy
vegetables and to share some cups of tea with others,
gossiping with each other to pass their morning time and
also with a purpose to buy medicines, which were
prescribed to them, gradually had become good friends
of mine. Though, I knew it better than anybody that one
cannot accept it as a real friendship. Rather it can be
considered as a fair relation between a customer and a
shopkeeper. I have to give a polite smile when known
customers step into my shop and obviously I offer a cup
of tea, when they take a seat and pull out their
prescriptions out of the pockets of their tracksuits.
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Although I don’t have any interest in smiling at them, I
have to. I call it a professional bright smile.
It is very difficult to satisfy an Indian customer with
a gentle smile and a cup of tea. They also expect a fair
amount of discount out of our own profits and I do
provide them with discounts, though with flair of
irritation burning inside me, but I have to digest it. So
how can I accept them as good friends of mine?
Obviously, a business man never likes a major
share of his profits to be left to his customers. I think it is
a hopeless situation but I have to accept it. At times,
some of the customers exceed the limits of bargaining. I
feel as if I was getting a backlash, still I didn’t have any
alternative. So a broad smile spread on my face despite
myself. They always feel that bargaining to the extreme
extent is their fundamental right.
I have never cared for such customers and can
never accept them as my genuine customers.
It is all about my business.
When I open my shop in the morning, I usually find
that the surrounding is covered in a thick haze of smoke
and dust. This is the combination of smoke from tea
stalls and the carbon monoxide exhaled by the vehicles
as well as the smoke exhaled by the old bikes which
already have been past their life of fitness. But nobody
likes to spend on their bikes and is not bothered to
receive a certificate from the RTO and this is definitely
off routed. What a ridiculous attitude!
The fogginess of the haze creates an illusion. This
kind of pollution is enough to cause allergy and
respiratory problems. But our government never keeps
an eye on these situations, as if Lord Vishnu has gone
into “ANANTA SAYANA” (eternal sleep). Even the
way in which the municipality sweepers sweep the roads
would be enough to pollute the entire surrounding and
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cause all sorts of allergic diseases, bronchiole disorders,
tuberculosis and many others.
I and my family had shifted from a nearby village,
as my father started a pharmacy just opposite to the
medical college hospital. It was really a good and fruitful
step taken by my father after leaving the government job
in the eleventh year of his career.
At that time it was a good move, because very few
pharmacies were present in the town and it took much
less time to settle down. As five years of idleness in the
village had left us with a lot of troubles, he wanted to
shift to the nearby town to earn bread for the family.
After a couple of years we relocated from our
native village to my father’s new business place.
I got admission in a reputed government school
after successfully clearing the entrance exam, which was
conducted by the school.
During my school days, I assisted my father at the
shop after my school hours. Hence from the very
beginning of my school days, I entered into business. At
that time pharmaceutical business had a good reputation
and respect and was considered second to a doctor’s
advice. The customers had faith in a pharmacy
businessman, respected him and never bargained while
buying medicines. They usually paid the actual amount
what they used to buy. And thus, we made the profit that
we actually deserved. People usually thought bargaining
in medicines wouldn’t cure their sufferings; rather the
sufferings would be fortified. This was a prejudice that
dominated the Indian psychology. This is because from
the period of autocracy, the native ayurvedic doctors
poured this thought in the people’s mind and it spread
like venom.
But in today’s world, as the educated ratio
progressed and the people became quite conscious of the
situations around them by the several steps taken by the
6
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government through electronic media and print media,
people stated to consider businessmen as cheats and it
became mandatory to bargain in every sphere.

P
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I studied in Queen of the Missions High School until
eleventh standard. During this time I made many good
friends at school. We were innocent and so were the
people. Unlike present days, life was very simple. It was
as simple as a softly flowing calm river.
After completion of my school education, I got
admitted in the most reputed and respected college of
our town. A good number of students who graduated
from this college were well established in the society,
holding high government ranks. So people expected a lot
from this institution because it has a good reputation of
producing many scholars.
Murali and Chamu became my bosom friends, as
after leaving the school my other school friends chose
other streams while very few of our schoolmates got
admitted in commerce stream along with me.
During my school days my father used to subscribe
to a monthly magazine known as “Soviet Desh.” It
narrated all about USSR and its socio-economic policies.
At that time Brezhnev was the president of USSR. A lot
of news on him and Lenin were published regularly in
that magazine as well as stories on the lives of the
Russians occupied certain pages. I was fancied by those
stories and my mind was filled with sociocommunistic
attitude.
I started disliking the democratic policies as it
opened a way for the corruptions to the optimum extent,
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which Gandhiji had never dreamt of when he fought for
the Indian independence from the British Raj.
Winston Churchill rightly quoted while declaring
India’s independence, “Indians do not know how to rule
themselves.”
In fact, it is true that Indians do not know how to
rule themselves. Quite a number of Indians are unaware
of politics, economic system, administrative system,
judiciary system and above all, fundamentals of Indian
legislature. And these people elect their representatives
for state assembly and parliament. Even most of those
representatives also lack knowledge about the Indian
legislature. Most of these MLAs and MPs either belong
to an autocratic family or belong to the underworld and
are anti-socials. So, what would be the fate of the
country which would be ruled by these classes of
people? What can we expect from them?
Sadly, this is the system of our country.
An absolute reformation is essential for reforming
our seventy odd year’s constitution which is not meant
for the current developing status of the country. Most of
the representatives those are elected for assemblies and
parliament do not even possess minimum qualifications
as a parliamentarian at least to understand the Indian
legislature, though not elaborately but not even the
basics. Most of the people knew that the state or the
country is being ruled by some corrupted people
dynastically, who have many darker sides in their
carriers. Democracy is not dynastic autocracy. But most
of the people hold a prejudice that a ruler’s successor
can only rule a country. This kind of mindset is
dangerous to the country. Unfortunately, this kind of
attitude of the people encourages the dynastical ruling in
the country and this may ruin a nation easily. This was
happening with us since independence. In fact, a single
ruling family feels that they were the only people who
9
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were able to rule the country, and they also feel that
ruling a country like India was their birthright.
We have to break the trend of dynastical ruling. Of
course, so many times this trend was broken, but every
time they manage to make a comeback, because they
have money power, man power and last but not the least
they have the knowledge of the flaws in Indian
constitution, as they have been ruling for a prolonged
period.
Our constitution was formed in an emergency basis
which left innumerable flaws in it. The acts of evidences
are so complicated that it provides many ways for a
criminal’s escape. For each and every crime there is a
demand for eye witnesses and documentary evidences,
which is not so easy to provide. There are many hardcore
criminals who can do crime publicly; people don’t dare
to provide evidences against such criminals because
there are no provisions to safeguard the lives of people
who will provide the evidences and so their lives are
always at risk. So why would people come forward to
provide evidences against such criminals who always
threatens people’s lives and are backed up by the
powerful politicians and capitalists? And it must not be
forgotten that the act of evidences is so complicated that
common people can’t understand.
To eradicate all these evils from our society, a total
reformation of the system is highly requested. The
government’s endeavors must be in compliance with the
requirements of the changing trend of the society. In
judiciary system, mainly IPC must be clearly manifested
to the people through proper education system. The
evidence act and security of the witnesses must be
reconciled in order to safeguard the evidences. The grant
of bails to the accused, who are involved in serious
crimes, must be limited by all the courts in order to
restrain the accused from destroying the evidences
10
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